
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  May 17, 2009 
Title:  Prayer, Faith, and Christian Ministry  
Text:  Mark 9:14-29 (Gospel Parallels – Matt. 17:14-21; Luke 9:37-42) 
Theme: Prayer and faith are an indispensable part of Christ-like service.   
 
Introduction:  
Mark makes the story continuous.  The healing of the body with an evil spirit follows 
on the heels of the transfiguration (Mark 9:2ff) and the experience of Caesarea Philippi 
(Mark 8:27ff).  The identity of who Jesus is and what He can do is openly displayed and 
irrefutably presented.  He is Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 
Earlier in the feeding of the people and walking on water, Jesus fully expected His 
disciples to do what He did (Mark 6:7-12, 30-56).  His disciples struggled to believe this, 
but attempted to do what He invited and asked.  After the transfiguration He walked 
into a scene wherein His disciples were seeking to drive out an evil spirit.  The 
conclusion, “This kind can come out only by prayer,” provides the intent of the story.  
There are many teasers that can be pursued in seeking to understand the primary idea 
of the story.  This, however, should be avoided.   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

• The Disciples’ Assured - The Transfiguration (Mark 9:2-13). 
o Jesus assures His disciples that He is all He claims to be.  He is the Christ, 

the Son of the living God. 

• Prayer, Faith, and Ministry - An Obstinate Demon Cast Out (Mark 9:14-29).  
o Prayer and faith are an indispensable part of Christ-like service. 

• Biblical greatness and the body of Christ (Mark 9:33-50). 
o Biblical greatness is evaluated by how one treats their brothers and sisters 

in Christ. 
 
Its Eternal Value:  
God is able.  Do we believe this?  We trust Him to save us from our sin, but do we trust 
Him to save us from our circumstances?  He alone and only is able to do immeasurably 
above all that we can possibly ask or think.   
 
The Problem: 
A problem we have is placing our confidence in prayer and not in the object to whom 
we pray.  Prayer is empty apart from the One to whom we speak.   
 
The Storyline: 
God’s big picture is made up of much smaller pieces.  God does not save the world in 
general.  He saves specific people within the world.  God is neither arbitrary nor 
insensitive.  He cares for who we are and where we are.  He hears our pleas and “feels” 
our pain.  The Hero of God’s story does “sympathize with our weaknesses” (Heb. 4:15).  
The story of God is personal and intimate.  May we understand this. 
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Questions: 
1. From where were they coming?  Consider the contrast between these two 

thoughts (vv. 1-13 w/ v. 14). 
2. Why was the crowd amazed? 
3. Why did Jesus ask them the question in verse 16? 
4. What scene is presented in verses 17, 18? 
5. Is Jesus rebuking His disciples in verse 19? 
6. What did He expect them to do? 
7. Why were they not able to do it? 
8. Does this idea present itself elsewhere in Mark’s Gospel? 
9. Is Jesus suggesting He will not be with them much longer (v. 19)? 
10. Does the demonic know who Jesus is?  What in the text would suggest this? 
11. Does the boy’s father express doubt in the ability of Jesus? 
12. What is the Lord’s response to the boy’s father?   
13. How does the honesty of the boy’s father strike you? 
14. Why did the Lord not wish to have a large crowd around Him? 
15. What do you find interesting about the statement our Lord makes to the 

demon in verse 25? 
16. What perplexed the disciples (v. 28)?  What were they expecting to be able to 

do?   
17. What does our Lord’s response to the disciples teach? 
18. What about us and our faith?  Are we like the boy’s father?  Or are we like the 

disciples?  What is the difference? 
19. Does the Bible ever speak in a cultural or historical vacuum?  Does it speak in 

a moral or religious vacuum?  How does His answer correspond to the 
Hebrew Scripture? 

20. Why do you think Mark dropped this passage in his narrative? 
21. How does this passage relate to the overall flow of Mark’s story? 
22. What part does this paragraph have to the storyline of the Bible? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know that God hears prayer.   
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to pray. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in the God who 
hears prayer. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The groups interesting dynamic (vv. 14-16). 
 
It is not necessary for us to explain or expound on any of the following elements, but to 
note them. 
 

A. The three 
B. The other nine 
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C. The large crowd 
D. The Scribes 

 
As is often the case, what is most important is lost in the clutter of circumstances.  The 
three disciples came from the mountain top into the grime and groan of life.  They 
rejoined the other nine and a large host of people.  Into this mix are the Scribes arguing 
with the disciples.  There is a notable frenzy and mix of passionate pandemonium.  The 
Scribes desire His downfall, the disciples seek His vindication, and the father wants 
only to see his son healed.  As is often the case, there is tremendous heartache in the 
midst of theological debate.  While we argue about who is right, souls surrender to the 
silencing tug of death.  A father’s grief and a son’s possession take back seat to ministry 
protocol and denominational recognition.  Neither the father nor his son cared about 
protocol or correctness.  All that mattered to them was restoration, deliverance, and 
healing.   
 
I once existed in a context that denied the supernatural sign gifts and wrangled about 
whether or not God still performed miracles.  In retrospect, how silly.  Friend, if God 
wishes to show up and heal someone in this fellowship of a chronic condition or a 
bitterness of soul in a moment of time and that person testified to such a thing, then let 
us praise God and not worry about decorum or etiquette.  Jesus saves; He reconciles; He 
heals; He delivers; He breaks chains and lifts burdens.  How He does it is His business; 
believing that He does is ours. 
 
Throughout our Lord’s earthly ministry, what He considered primary was often lost on 
His audience.  They wanted one thing and He another.  The discussions surrounding 
our Lord are vexing and trite compared to who He is and what He has done.  This is no 
less true of us.  No one can dismiss the need to know, but it cannot be at the expense of 
“preaching the gospel to the poor, proclaiming release to the captives, recovery of sight 
to the blind, and setting free those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18, 19).  The two work in 
tandem.  It is because of truth the ministry of healing is proclaimed. 
 
Notice the inclusion of verse 15, “Immediately, when the entire crowd saw Him, they 
were amazed and began running up to greet Him.”  “The crowd had been so engrossed 
in their argument that they had not seen him come, and now, just when the moment 
was right, here he was in the midst of them.  it was at his sudden, unexpected but 
opportune arrival, that they were surprised.”1   
 

II. A Father and his demonic son 
 

A. The situation – a persistent demon (vv. 17-18, 20-22a). 
 
“A father had brought his boy to the disciples, and the boy was an epileptic.  All the 
symptoms were there.  The disciples had been quite unable to deal with his case, and 
that had given the scribes their chance.”2  The picture painted for us is one of darkness.  
The devil is the destroyer.  His objective is a full assault against the kingdom of light.  
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Friend, there are only two options facing us.  We either serve God or are slaves to the 
devil.  There is no middle ground or third choice.   
 
This demon has been on the boy since he was small.  The picture painted is one of 
horror and dread.  No parent wishes to picture the terror of soul that would come upon 
us at the description of this child.  If this were your child, you would come with the 
same intensity.  The reign of terror would end in a moment.  What had persisted for 
years would end in an exhausted moment of time.   
 
The father came looking for Jesus, but He was not available.  He then came to His 
disciples and His disciples were unable to help.  We are often like the disciples of Jesus 
in our inability and powerlessness to help those around us.   
 
“It sometimes happens that people get less than they hoped for from some church or 
from some servant of the church.  when that happens they ought to press beyond the 
church to the Master of the church, beyond the servant of Christ to Christ himself.  The 
church may at times disappoint us, and God’s servants on earth may disappoint us.  But 
when we battle our way face to face with Jesus Christ, he never disappoints us.”3   
 
This is our heartbeat as a community of faith.  We do not point to ourselves or desire for 
you to become dependent on us.  We point past ourselves to the risen, ruling Christ.   
 

B. The request – a compassionate healer (vv. 22b-24). 
 
In the midst of the mayhem, a father captures the attention of our Lord.  It is interesting 
to see this scenario repeated throughout Mark’s account.   
 
� In Mark 1:19, 20 James and John leave the family business and their father Zebedee. 
� In Mark 5:21-43 Jairus laments the death-dealing disease of his little daughter. 
� In Mark 9:14-29 a father comes with a tormented son. 
� In Mark 10:17-31 Jesus speaks of the separation produced by the cross between one’s 

parents and themselves. 
� In Mark 13:5-13 Jesus speaks of being betrayed to death by one’s parents or children. 
� Mark’s intent is to show an anguish of soul that will culminate in the Garden of 

Gethsemane when Jesus cried out, “Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; 
remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will” (Mark 14:36).   

 
It is against this thought the father explains His plight and speaks of the inability of the 
disciples.  This father is beyond strength and burdened excessively.  Our Lord chides 
His disciples for their inability and describes the situation with “this unbelieving 
generation.”  The unbelief noted is not one of salvation but rather of service.  They 
knew who He was but they continued to persist in remarkable unbelief when it came to 
living the Christ-life.  I struggle when speaking of their incompetence since I see myself 
in similar situations.  It is not random or irregular.  It is often and open.  I believe Him 
for the saving of my soul, but I often fail to make the connection between who He is 
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right now and my suffering and that of others.  This is where you live as well.  You’ve 
been a Christian for decades, yet you continue to struggle in unbelief when it comes to 
prayer, deliverance, contentment, and rest. 
 
The contrast between the demon and that of His disciples is striking.  They know 
who He is and respond accordingly.  The father came because he believed, but there 
was still a questioning doubt, “If you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”  
The statement is not one of open rebellion but of deep and marked despair.  There is 
complete emotional depletion in the utterance.  I do not believe there is any hint of 
sarcasm or cruelty in the response of our Lord.  There is nothing but discernible 
tenderness, “If you can?  All things are possible to him who believes.”  Oh the 
condescending love and grace of God.  Oh the mercy and compassion of our Jesus. 
 
N.T. Wright correctly comments, “Not for nothing are his words regularly quoted as an 
ideal prayer for someone caught in the middle between faith and doubt, living in the 
shadowy world of half-belief where one is never sure whether one can see properly or 
not.” 4  
 
In contrast to who He is, what we ask of Him is always small.  The One who orders all 
things and writes the story is able to do whatever is asked of Him.  He is able.  He can 
do anything for those who believe.  I recognize the compelling desire to qualify the 
statement, but let us simply rest in the naked declaration.  He is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we could possibly ask or think (Eph. 3:20).  We cannot even 
begin to imagine what He is able to do for those who are His. 
 

C. The rescue – a submissive servant (vv. 25-27). 
 
In simple fashion our Lord rebukes His servant and the servant obeys.  Both the demon 
and the boy obey their Lord.  I am not sure we will ever learn this story, but nothing 
created can stop God from doing all He has willed.  The story continues to unfold 
according to plan.  In one powerful moment this boy is forever healed of any further 
demonic assaults.  God is able to deliver us from our “demons” in one powerful 
moment.  That He can is an issue of theology; that He will is an issue of faith.  
Regardless as to whether or not God will deliver us does not diminish His ability to 
deliver us.  We must pray and trust no matter what the outcome might look like. 
 

D. The lesson – a kindhearted teacher (vv. 19, 28, 29). 
 
When the situation proved appropriate, the disciples asked Him why they could not do 
what was done.  Our Lord provides the answer to their inquiry.  Jesus does what He 
disciples cannot do.  The moral of the story, “This kind cannot come out by anything 
but prayer.”  Anything else that happens in the story contributes to and flows from this 
basic idea. 
 
What is of interest is the connection Luke 9 makes with the story’s lesson. 
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28 “Some eight days after these sayings, He took along Peter and John and James, 
and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while He was praying, the 
appearance of His face became different, and His clothing became white and 
gleaming” (Luke 9:28, 29). 

 
Jesus went away to pray, and this story happens on the heals of His communion with 
God.  What does this tell us about Jesus?  He is able to do what He asks to be done.  
Christ-like prayer is an expression of Christ-like faith and is an essential ingredient to 
Christ-like ministry.  He is the heart of all that is Christian.  The One who is the object of 
saving faith is the glorified Christ.  He is the One who is the object of the Father’s 
affection and the prophet through whom He speaks.  This is the One to whom we turn 
when confronted by the impossible.  Do we believe or are we still lacking faith uttered 
prayer?  Does God simply endure our faithless praying?  Oh may we be spared the 
impotence of faithless praying.  May God the Holy Spirit move us to pray with faith in 
the glorified Christ.  I am the first to confess that I do not have everything figured out as 
it relates to my praying and God’s willing, but I do know with certainty that God 
invites me to pray and that He works through my praying for the outworking of His 
plan and purpose.  There are at least two thoughts about prayer I would encourage us 
with. 
 

1. Praying produces intimacy 
 
Prayer is talking to God.  Some of us are not great conversationalists, but prayer at its 
most rudimentary level is simply talking to God.  It is this communication that 
produces an intimacy with God.  It is always possible to make prayer something it was 
never intended to be.  I think, personally, when I attempt to figure out how it works, I 
kill it.  It is like the dissecting of a frog.  In the process of dissecting the frog you might 
learn a lot about the frog but the end product is a dead frog.   Prayer must be driven by 
truth and you must choose to pray if you are to enjoy prayer, but in the absence of a 
clear answer to all the questions surrounding prayer let us not forget to pray. 
 
The early church father Augustine provides this insightful thought. 
 
“Where faith fails, prayer perishes.  For who prays for that in which he does not 
believe? . . . So then in order that we may pray, let us believe, and let us pray that this 
same faith by which we pray may not falter.”5   
 

2. Praying produces humility 
 
Prayer is a statement of abandonment.  Prayer says, “You can’t; only God can.”  Prayer 
is comprised of many things.  It can be marked by confession, thanksgiving, and 
adoration.  In our passage the prayer is one of desperation, a plea for help. 
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I would offer two words of caution.  Prayer is not powerful in itself.  It is not an equal 
monarch that competes with God.  God is not in bondage to a praying believer.  Prayer 
is a means chosen by God to carry out His eternal purpose.  Prayer or praying finds its 
strength in its object.  Prayer is our action affirming He is able.  Our Lord’s concluding 
statement is striking, “This kind cannot come out by anything but prayer” (v. 29).  In 
many ways, God chooses to act as we pray.  James states it this way, “You have not, 
because you’ve asked not” (James 4:2).  Secondly, many of you have prayed repeatedly 
and believingly for deliverance from afflicting conditions.  God would not have you to 
believe your prayers are inadequate or unimportant.  The New Testament tells us to 
keep on praying even if or when the outcome we ask is long in coming.  You and I must 
believe that He is all-powerful and all-knowing and that His grace, mercy, love, and 
kindness has a purpose for the delay.  In the wisdom of God He will do what is best.  
This is what He would have us believe. 
 
Let us not forget that Jesus is heading to the cross.  In the midst of this weight, Jesus 
pauses to do what He came for.  This work was not in contrast to the cross.  This is the 
work of the cross.  Jesus did not consider one small and the other big or of greater or 
lesser importance.  Both were a part of one single story.  He made no discernable 
distinction between this and the work for which He came.  It is tragic when we cannot 
fold Christ into our life.  This is our quest. 
 
It is of equal interest to think of our Lord saving the world, but somehow failing to see 
the individual within the world.  We are always capable of speaking largely of 
“worshippers from every tongue, tribe, people, and nation”, but overlook and ignore 
those who sit next to us in our various places in life. 
 
How about us?  Are we praying in faith, believing that God is able to do whatever He 
wishes with what is His?  God does not desire for us to leave truth in the abstract.  Jesus 
is able, only believe. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. For what are you crying out to God? 
2. Is He able to do what you cannot even imagine? 
3. God wants you to know that He knows and that He is in control. 
4. Father, I believe help my unbelief. 

                                                           
1 William Barclay, Mark, 215. 
2 William Barclay, Mark, 215.   
3 William Barclay, Mark, 218. 
4 N.T. Wright, Mark for Everyone, 120. 
5 Augustine, “Sermons on New Testament Lessons 65.1,” in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: 
Mark, 117. 
 


